
Seaweed Industry                                                                              
Association of the Philippines

REGIONAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING

ATTAINING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

PHILIPPINE FISHERIES AND OTHER AQUATIC RESOURCES 20/20

Current Status of Philippine Seaweed Industry

Alfredo A. Pedrosa III

SMX Convention Center, Davao City

March 13-14, 2017 (Monday-Tuesday



Seaweed Industry                                                                              
Association of the Philippines

OUTLINE

·Industry Situationer

·Issues

·Opportunities



Seaweed Industry                                                                              
Association of the Philippines

Marine Resources

Philippine water 220 million hectares

Shelf area (depth 200 meters) 18.6 million hectares

Coral reef area 2.7 million hectares

Coastline length 36,289 kms

Fishponds 254,000 hectares

Swamplands 246,000 hectares

Seaweed Industry Resources 

Available Farmable Area 200,000 has. (along coastlines)

Available Farmable Area 500,000 has (Deep-sea)

Areas Farmed 60,000 has. (along coastlines)
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Industry Stakeholders
Input supply ïnursery operators > 130

Farm Production - > 200,000 fisherfolksfamilies

Postharvest ïsame as above

Marketing and trading - > 20,000 to 30,000 traders

Processing ï5 multinationals ( with rated plant capacity of 12,200 MT) 

and 9 local processors ( with rated plant capacity of 25,800 MT)

Export ï14 processors and > 10 seaweed traders
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FISHERIES

Aquaculture

About 50% of Aquaculture Production comes from Seaweed



PHOTO SOURCE: © Joanna Michelle Chua
REFERENCE:Ang et al, 2013. A Verification of Reports of Marine Algal Species from the Philippines. Philippine Journal of Science,

142, 5-49. 

Seaweed Abundance
197 species in 20 families for 

green algae
153 species in 10 families for 

brown algae
543 species in 52 families for 

red algae

893 identified species in the 
Philippines
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Presently being cultured:

·Kappaphycusspp.

·Eucheumaspp.

·Caulerpaspp.

· Gracilariaspp,
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Philippine Dried Seaweed Production 2011-2015  

Year   In Metric Tons   

    

2011               72,927   

2012               89,123   

2013               90,734   

2014               83,116   

2015             101,900   

Source :  SIAP   
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25.17%

2.86%

15.36%

56.61%

Value: 207M US$

USA

China

Europe

Others

29.17%

9.48%

17.15%

44.20%

Volume: 42,241 mt

Export Destination by Countries, 2015

Source: SIAP

Included in ñother ñ export destinations with value above US$ 200,000 are Mexico, Australia, 

Russia, Indonesia, South Korea, Argentina, Vietnam, UAE, Chile, Malaysia and Thailand
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World Export of Carrageenan and Agar by Major Supplier 2013




