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117. BARRINGTONIACEAE
Trees or shrubs. Leaves alternate, often large, mostly elongated, usually
subsessile and crowded at ends of branchlets, estipulate. Flowers bisexual,
actinomorphic, mostly racemose, racemes axillary or terminal; calyx
4-5, rarely 2- to 3-lobed, imbricate; petals free, usually 4, rarely 5 or absent;
stamens numerous in several series; filaments free or mostly united at base;
anthers basifixed, 2-loeular, opening by slits lengthwise; ovanes inferior, rarely
semi-Inferior, mostly 2- to 4-locular; ovules 1 to many in each locule. Fruits
drupaceous or berry-like, crowned by persistent sepals.
Genera 7, species 50, in the tropics of the world; 3 genera and 10 species
in the Philippines.
1. Fruits broadly winged; pedicels ebracteolate, 3 mm long ... ... 1. PelersialJlhus
1. Fruits not winged; pedicels bracteolate, more than 3 mm long, bracts
large or small
2. Bracteoles large, not caducous before corolla is shed; calyx tube
produced above ovary; racemes erect .
.. .. 2. P/alJcholJia
2. Bracteoles small, soon caducous; calyx tube not or hardly produced
above ovary; racemes or spikes drooping or erect.
......... 3. BarrilJglolJia
1. PETERSIANTHUS Merrill
Trees. Leaves glabrous, acuminate, with attenuate base; lamina extends
to petiole making leaves sessile; midrib raised, prominent beneath.
Inflorescences terminal, up to 15 em long, paniculate-corymbose; flowers white;
pedicels 3 mm long, stamens many-seriate, subequal; filaments up to 1 em
long, anthers elliptic, 2-celled, cells opening by longitudinal slits; ovaries inferior,
4-celled, nearly as wide including wings; wings four, equal, thinly coriaceous
or membranaceous, transversely nerved, seed bearing portion narrow, thinwalled, 5 mm thick; seeds brown, oblong, 5-7 mm long.
A typical African genus; 2 species in Africa, 1 in the Philippines This is
one case of extra -African distribution presented by the Philippine flora
1. Petersianthus quadrialatus (Merr.) Merr., Philip. J. Sc. 11: 200,19 16; En.
Philip 3 141, 1923; Kartawinata , KalikasalJ, Philip. J. BioI. 11: 388, f 1,
1982. - Termll1alla quadria/ala Merr, Philip. J. Sc. 4(Bot.): 301. 647,
1909. - CombreiodelJdrolJ quadria/alum (Merr.) Merr., Philip J Sc.
15 32 , 1936
Figure 151

Characteristics. (Refer to genus description)
Endemic in the Philippines Distributed in the central and southern
part of the country [Sorsogon (Luzon), Masbate, Samar (Visayas), Agusan
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Figure 151 . Petersianthus quadrialatus: 1. flowering branch ; 2. flower;
3. flower, vertical section ; 4. stamens; 5. stamen . enlarged; 6. style;
7. fruit, 2 views ; 8. seed .
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Agusan (Mindanao)]. In Mt. Makiling, Luzon, introduced on the College of
Forestry and Natural Resources campus.
Com. name - Toog (most Philippine dialects).
Exsicc.- Hemaez CA 20010·,20811 (CAHP); Rosenbluth
Sulit 14416(PNH).

as 12558 (K);

2. PLANCHONIA Blume
Trees. Leaves crowded toward ends of branches, crenulate, pinnately
nerved. Racemes short, terminal, few-flowered; flowers greenish yeJlow or
whitish, tinged with pink; calyx tube turbinate with 4 imbricating lobes; petals
as many; stamens numerous, innermost circle without anther, slightly connate
at base; ovaries 3- to 4-celled, crowned by annular disc; styles long, bearing
minute stigmas; ovules many in each cell, sessile along 2 longitudinal rows of
inner angle. Fruits 1- to 3-celled, large, ovoid to subellipsoid, fibrous; seeds
several, elliptic, in pulpy mass without albumen.
Species 2; India, Andaman Islands toAustralia, 1 in the Philippines.

1. Planchonia spectabi/is Merr., Pub I. Gov. Lab. Philip. 17: 30, 1904, En.
Philip. 3: 143, 1923. - P valida Vid., Sinopsis 26, t.50, f D, 1883 non BI.
Leaves obovate, 16 x 7 em, conspicuous midrib with 9-12 pairs of pinnate
nerves, abruptly acute to acuminate, base cuneate; petioles 2 em long. Flowers
in terminal, erect 1- to 3-flowered racemes; flowers glabrous, 7 em long, faintly
fragrant. pinkish white; calyx tube funnel-shaped, 1 em long; petals obovately
oblong, whitish except red base, divaricately spreading, deciduous; stamens
interlaced; filaments thread-like, 6 em long or half as long as stamens,
terminated by oval anthers, usually erect or ascending, pink toward base,
otherwise white; styles slender, longer than stamens. Fruits ovately ellipsoid,
not angled, 3 x 4.5 em; seeds irregularly compressed.
Endemic. Throughout the Philippines, along ridges in forests at low and
medium altitudes; in Mt. Makiling, Luzon, scattered, sometimes locally
numerous in forest borders
Com. name-Lamog(Pamp., Tag.).
Exsicc. -Pancho CA 20121, 20178(CAHP).

3. BARRINGTONIA J.R. & G. Forster, nom. cons.
Trees or shrubs. Leaves mostly toward ends of branches. Flowers terminal
or lateral, in erect or pendulous racemes or spikes; limbs of calyx tube
3-5, free or closed before anthesis, soon splitting into 2-4 lobes, persistent;
petals 4, rarely 5-6, basally adhering to staminal tube; stamens tubular at
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at base, inner ones anantherous; ovaries 2- to 4-celled; ovules 2-8 in each
cell. Fruits with fleshy, fibrous exocarp and woody endocarp, 1-seeded.
Species 39; Eastern Afnca, tropical Asia, Malesia, Australia and Polynesia;
5 in the Philippines.
1. Flowers in erect, few-flowered racemes; stamens 10 cm or more long
.................................................................................... 1. B. asiatica
1. Flowers in drooping or pendulous racemes; stamens 5 em or less long
2. Racemes drooping, calyx 2 or 3, ovate; petals Oblong-ovate to lanceolate,
2-2.5 em long .. .............
............ ............. 2. B.racemosa
2. Racemes pendulous; calyx 4, obtuse; petals narrowly oblong, 7 mm
long ... ....
3. B. acutangula

1. Barringtonia asiatica (L.) Kurz. J As. Soc. Beng. 45: 131, 1876; Merr., En.
Philip. 3: 142, 1923; Payens, Blumea 15: 184, photo 1, 2, f.1a-c, B-C,
1967. - Mammea asiatica L., Sp. PI. 512,1753.

Trees, up to 15 m high. Leaves obovate or obovate-oblong, 20-40 em
long, entire, thick, lucid above, obtuse, narrowed toward sub sessile base.
Flowers large, in short, erect, few-flowered racemes; calyx tube 1 em long,
tobes 2 or 3, Oblong-ovate, 2.5 x 3-4 em, concave, green, deciduous; stamens
numerous, united at base, 10-12 em long, white below, shading purple above;
anthers small, yellow; styles slender, 13 em long, purplish. Fruits obovoid,
8·14 x 8-12 em, sharply 4-, rarely 5-angled, 1-seeded.
Tropical Asia to Polynesia. Throughout the Philippines, along shorelines;
in Mt. Makiling, Luzon, cultivated in commercial nurseries in Los Banos, Laguna.
Com. name - Botong (Bik ., Tag.).
Exsicc. - Gates CA 1964 (CAHP).

2. l3arringtonia racemosa (L.) Spreng., Syst. Veg. 3: 127, 1826; BI. ex DC.,
Prodr. 3: 288,1828; Merr., En. Philip. 3: 142,1923; Payens, Blumea
15: 192, 1967. - Eugenia racemosa L., Sp PI. 471, 1753.
Figure 152

Trees small. Leaves obovately oblong, 15-40 x 5-15 em, crenately serrate,
aCUMinate, narrowed toward subsessile base. Racemes terminal or from axlls
of fallen leaves, solitary, drooping, 20-60 em long; flowers white or pink; calyx
closed in bud, splitting irregularly into 2 or 3, ovate, concave segments; petals
Oblong-ovate to lanceolate, 2-2.5 em long, slightly connate at base: stamens
numerous, 3-4 em long. Fruits ovoid to Oblong-ovoid, 5-6 em long, somewhat
4-angled, crowned by perSistent calyx, pericarp coriaceous.
I ndia to Malesia and Polynesia. Throughout the Philippines. in open
lowlands and thickets; in Mt. Makiling, Luzon, mostly in wet places in the
lowlands .
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Figure 152. Barringtonia racemosa: 1. flowering branch: 2. fruiting branch:
3. flower; 4. ovary. vertical section; 5. ovary. cross section; 6. fruit:
7. seed.
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Figure 153. Barringtonia acutangula ssp acutangula: 1. flowering branch;
2. fruiting branch; 3. flower; 4. flower, vertical section; 5. ovary, cross
section; 6. fruit; 7. seed.

